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Desert Fly Casters Supports
BARBLESS HOOKS
CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

NOVEMBER • 2008

DFC NOVEMBER PROGRAM....
Our speaker will be Steve Berry and he will give a presentation on fly fishing the Big Horn River in
Montana. Steve has fished this river many times and has some good information about fishing this area.
He has done some self guided fishing as well as hosted trips for other anglers. The Big Horn is one of
the most popular destinations in the west due to the quantities of big fish. Don't miss this great and
informative presentation

NOVEMBER MEETING:
Wednesday,

November 12, 2008
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.

in Tempe

As most of you know, this is my last year as president.
After five years I feel it is time to pass the hat and give
someone else the privilege. New blood breathes new life

and new ideas that will help us grow even more. 
I have always enjoyed being in this position and will miss

running the meetings. I will still be active in the club and will
still do things like help with casting clinics, host the San Juan
outing, and anything else the board asks me to do. 

One of my last acts as president of this club is to thank all of
you for the opportunity to serve as the head of this organization.
During my five year reign I have watched this club grow and
become one of the premier flyfishing clubs in the southwest. It
has been an honor and I would also like to thank the board mem-
bers because without their support nothing would be accom-
plished. 

I am certain that whoever takes over this task will do a great
job and I will be there to support them in any way needed.

It has been a pleasure and an honor and I hope to see all of
you on the water. 
DFC President, Cinda Howard

CINDA SAYS THANKS FOR DFC PRESIDENT’S TERM

DON'T MISS
GREAT PRIZES!!!!

Classic Float Tube!
8' Pontoon Boat!
Winston Fly Rod!

Orvis Fly Rod!
Renzetti Tying Vice!!!

We have the best GEAR for
your new YEAR!!!!  Great
opportunity to get updated
on you outfitting!!!!
ALSO, if you have a favorite
business, restaurant, or
some stuff you would like to
donate, we need member
participation for our biggest
fundraiser of the year!!!!   
Contact Tyler Stone at: 
602 692 2380, for a copy of
the donation letter to hand
out, or to let him know
what you have for dona-
tion.
THANK YOU, Looking for-
ward to seeing everyone!!!
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HOW’S THIS FOR BRAGGIN’ RIGHTS!
Bob Jannenga caught this and gives
us DFC Trout Bums his report:
It was 33 inches long, the girth was 21 inch-
es and the weight was 19 pounds, two
ounces. It was caught on a number 18 scud
pattern on a 6x tippet. Every year in
October the brown trout come up river to
spawn, which is about the only time you see
them that big. It would never have hap-
pened without the assistance of my guide,
Chuck Gries, the owner and operator of
Anglers and Archery in Branson, MO. The
fish was caught on Lake Taneycomo  which
is the tail water below the Table Rock dam
in Branson, MO.
This area has excellent fishing year round,
not uncommon to get an 18-20 indh
Rainbow Trout. Catching 30 to 40 fish a
day is not uncommon. Booking a trip with
Chuck would be the best money you could
ever spend, as he has a true passion for fish-
ing. Anglers and Archery is a full service
fly shop and you can contact Chuck at
anglersandarchery.com
Thanks Bob…Great looking brown…glad
that our DFC Trout Bum buddy Georganne
told us about you!

Twenty some odd members survived another
successful San Juan outing! It started off as an
ordinary ‘ole Saturday and ended with some
MONSTER fish being caught. Like any good
trip, there are many tales about big fish and
fish that got away. On Sunday, we all floated
down the river with some of the best guides
money can buy. My guide, Chris Taylor with
Fisheads Guide Service, took Steve and I to the
lower river on a mission to catch fish that
rarely see a fly. This section is below the

Cottonwood Campground and you launch by
Rainbow Lodge and float about 13 miles of
river. When we made the decision to try this we
knew it could easily be a bust. We had no
reports on it and Chris said he hadn’t been

down there in over a year. There are two ways
to fish it, one is throwing hoppers at the bank
and letting them drift and the other is throwing
streamers at the bank and stripping them back.
For this float, you have to be a decent caster
because you need to be able to get long casts
with good fly placement while drifting pretty
fast. In the beginning it was very slow and we
were starting to question our decision to do this
section of the river. After a few hours of noth-
ing, it finally turned on and turned out to be a
really good day. We had no action on the hop-
pers but lots of action on streamers. I had tied
some heavily weighted zonkers and they
worked well. The guide said it was the best
streamer day he had seen. 

While we weren’t with the others, we heard
some pretty good tales. Ken caught a 25” rain-
bow and Bill Thyng was literally running down
the bank trying to land a trout. It sounded like
everyone had a great time. The fish this year
seemed to be bigger and stronger than I remem-
ber from years past. Part of this could be from
the high flows that brought them a ton of food.
It also made the river difficult to fish for sever-
al months so there wasn’t much pressure. If you
are going any time soon, I recommend leaving
the 6x tippet at home because you won’t land
many fish with it. The river is still technical so
you have to have a good drift and make good

mends but be assured that when you hook up,
there is a good chance that you will have a big,
hard fighting fish on the end of the line.

This is one of our annual outings and is well
worth attending. The San Juan River will rival
any western river when it comes to the quanti-
ty of big fish and at any given moment you
could hook the biggest trout you have ever
seen. We will do it again next year so start sav-
ing and watch the outings calendar. 

Report: San Jaun 2008 Cinda Howard
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By Vince Deadmond
With my wife and three daughters it is
rare when a phone call is actually for me.
My wife hands me the phone, rolls her eyes
and says. “It is
one of your fly
fishing associ-
ates.” When I
picked up the
phone Jerry
King, a Desert
Fly Caster
buddy was on
the line. We
had made
s p e c u l a t i v e
plans to fish
Lees Ferry this
fall, and we
needed to firm
up the details.

One of
Jerrys endear-
ing qualities is
his desire to do
a good fishing
trip and not
spend a lot of
money. You
could say
Jerry was fru-
gal before it became fashionable. We had
planned to split costs, Jerry drove his Honda,
and we were going to stay at his place in
Flagstaff. We got an early start the next morn-
ing, and we were fishing the “walk in area”
before 8 AM the next morning. Lees Ferry
Anglers had an internet fly fishing report that
indicated that midge patterns, skuds, and San
Juan worms were the hot flies to have in your
fly box. Since we had both fished here before
we had a good selection of usable flies. Lees
Ferry is the beginning of the Grand Canyon,
and should be on every trout bums list of places
to fish. Their are many alluring things about
fishing Lees Ferry, catching large numbers of
nice fish, 12 to 17 inches is quite common.
Sometimes the scenery is so spectacular you
can get distracted from the fishing, guide ser-
vice and comfortable fishing lodges are avail-
able, along with some good places to eat.

A fly fishing technique that is widely asso-
ciated with Lees Ferry is the dead drift. The
basic idea is to cast your fly rig and manipulate
it so that it drifts with the current. The dead
drift rig was designed by a deranged anarchist
who planned to take over the world, while fish-
ermen sat on the banks of the Colorado picking
knots out of their rig. A typical rig would be a
9 tapered leader, with a strike indicator at the
top end. The small end would have some
weight attached just above where an additional
12 inches of tippet would be tied in, with the
first fly tied to the other end, and then another
12 inch piece of tippet tied off of the bend of
the first fly, and finally a bottom fly on the very
end. With all of the attachments and knots and
hooks it quite an accomplishment for a novice
fly fisher to make a cast and get the rig on the
water. The first time I fished the Ferry I fished

hard from daylight to dark just to catch one
fish. This time around I fished about 5 hours
per day and landed 10 fish in the 12”-15” range
the first day, and I landed 9 fish the second day

and the fish
were about the
same size.
Both days I
hooked and
lost almost as
many fish as I
landed. The
current was
fast and the
rocks were
slippery we
were using 6 X
tippet (small)
so we lost sev-
eral fish
because we
just could not
get them into
slower water.

After a cou-
ple of days of
catching fish,
eating big
meals, falling
down in the
river, telling

jokes, and generally having more fun than old
guys are supposed to have we were back at
Jerrys place in Flagstaff. It was a community
that had a golf course that had become a victim
of the tough economy. Most country clubs take
exception with fly fishermen fishing their
ponds and lakes on the golf course. Since there
was no one around to run us off, we were able
to sight cast to individual fish, and in several
cases fool them into eating the fly that we pre-
sented. The first fish I caught was a 3 pound
carp. Dont laugh these guys are harder to catch
with a fly rod than a largemouth bass, and the
fight is spectacular. Later that morning I caught
a 6 pound carp, and he was annoyed with me
for trying to net him and take his picture. If you
get an opportunity to fish for carp with a fly rod
dont pass on it. You need accurate casts, a good
selection of flies, and you must be able to tol-
erate rejection after rejection. Speaking of
rejection, you guys dont know of any golf
courses that allow fishing? No, I didnt think
anyone would. I guess I am not cut out to be a
member of a country club.

Accommodations: www.lees.com will get
you connected to Cliff Dwellers Lodge and
restaurant. It will also get you in contact with
Terry & Wendy Gunn at Lees Ferry Anglers if
you need guide service or a fly shop.
www.leesferryflyfishing.com will hook you up
with Dave & Barbra Foster who operate
Marble Canyon Outfitters. leesferrylodge.com
will connect you to Lees Ferry Lodge at
Vermillion Cliffs which is a motel and restau-
rant.

FLY FISHING AT THE COUNTERY CLUB...

“Standing in a River Waving a Stick”
by John Gierach, 1999 Simon &
Schuster, ISBN: 0684824256 $23.00 –
November 2008 DFC Newsletter.

This is another enjoyable book by the out-
spoken and humorous author John
Gierach. I think the inscribe in this book
explains it all, “The doctor told how he
was once fishing in the Wind River area of
Wyoming and he looked up and far above
on the side of the canyon two dogs sat on
a rock peeking at him from the brush that
surrounded the rock. Only they weren’t
dogs, they were coyotes. They were curi-
ous about what he might be doing stand-
ing in a river waving a stick.”

I think there are many times that if were
to step back and look at ourselves from
someone else’s shoes we would probably
laugh at ourselves. Well, this is what John
shares with us in the book of essays. The
extremes that we fly fisherman go through
to catch the fish can be quite comical, but
we all know, well worth it.

At one point he likens the success of a
fly fisherman to a professional stock bro-
ker and the dumb luck of monkey. Despite
all the experience and tools we may have
the new guy can always to better than the
experienced.

Fly fishermen like to put off what they
know they should be doing for what they
want to do; fly fish. He shares a story
about a time when him and a few friends
are sitting around the fly shop, procrasti-
nating they duties, when mention of a new
pond that not one of them has fished
before. They decide to go fish it that day
and discover an ordinary, nothing special
pond with panfish, bass, and lots of rock
bass. At the end of the day it wasn’t any-
thing to brag about, but it sure beat slav-
ing away for a paycheck.

I another chapter titled, ‘Grizzly
Central’ he talks about the great trout
waters in the area that also happen to be
known for grizzly bears. The constant
feeling of being watched, holding your
breath at the slightest sound, movement
in the corner of your eye. All things that
make you think twice about going at it
alone.
This was another great read by John. I
hope you enjoy it too.

BOOK REVIEW
by Bill Batchelor
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....From the Riffles TYING CORNER
Favorites and Recipes from Bob Harrison’s Fly Tying Bench

MONTHLY FLY TYING SESSION
November Tying Session

We tied salt water flies for Rocky Point in October to satisfy
participant’s request. The plan for this month is to tie the Foam
Hopper and the Henry’s Fork Baetis Nymph from the October

Newsletter. Patterns and recipes are listed below for those that
don’t have an October newsletter. Of course that can change if

those that show have something else they want.

The November Tying 
• Tuesday, November 18th from 7 to 9 pm  • 

Notice this is the week after the DFC meeting
and it is on Tuesday. 

It will be at: 
Dave D’Ambrosia’s house 933 W. Kiowa Ave, Mesa.  

Major cross roads are Alma School and Baseline 
If you have questions or need to use club’s tying tool kit,

call Bob Harrison at 480-735-9743. 

Foam Hopper
Hook: Size 6 – 10  4X Straight eye
Thread: 3/0 or 6/0 Brown 
Under Body: Brown Yarn under Tan Closed Cell Foam
Rib: Thread
Over Body: Chocolate Closed Cell Foam
Wing: 6 strands Pearlescent Flashabou, White Poly or Z-Lon
Wing Case: Tan Closed Cell Foam
Legs: Tan round rubber with Chocolate barred marking

Idaho Henrys Fork Nymph
Hook: Size 14 - 18  1 X or 2X down eye
Bead: Brass or Gold
Thread: 6/0 Olive
Tail: Pheasant Tail tips
Rib: Copper Wire (Natural or Red)
Body: Pheasant Tail wrapped after tying tips for tail 
Wing Case: Black Krystal Flash – 6 strands looped over
abdomen and Bead
Abdomen: Synthetic Peacock Herl. Pull a few fibers under the
bead to the head. 
Legs: Krystal Flash tips – 3 each side from wing case loop

You can not bring 
a hook into 

a fish’s mouth
unless there 

is food on it that
pleases him.

JULIANA BERNERS (1450)

REMINDER
The American Legion will be serving
food at our monthly DFC meetings.
Come early, have dinner and share
your fish stories with other mem-
bers.  Food will be served 5:30 to
6:30.  Last orders, as a (DFC) cour-
tesy (please), will be taken at 6:30
so we may start the meeting at 7:00
PM sharp.
• Hamburger - $4.00 
• Cheeseburger - $5.00  
• BLT Club Sandwich - $7.00  
• Chicken Strips $6.00 (regular or
buffalo style)  
• Ocean Basket - $8.00 (Shrimp, fish,
crab cakes)   
All include fries and coleslaw
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NOTICE
November 

will be the last
chance to buy any
DFC clothing for

Christmas presents. 
Gerry Wiemelt 

will have the retail
available at the 

meeting.

A new DFC website is coming and is 
currently under construction. 

Thanks to Bill Batchelor for all his hard work! 
Visit: www.desertflycasters.com 

often to view all the updates
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Check this out...(Braggin’ Rights) with
our own DFC Trout Bum,
Bill Thying, while recently in Montana.
Catch up on this nice trout story
along with notes and some words
about fishing Montana with Steve
Berry (...another one of our very own
DFC Trout Bums) at the November
DFC club meeting- Wednesday,
November 12, 2008.
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On my vacation trip to Yellowstone this year
I wanted to try something different than than float-
ing the 100milelong riffle that is also known as the
Madison River. Mother Nature agreed  as a week
before the trip there was a leak in the dam at Hebgen
Lake and the Madison was flowing over 3000 cfs. At
that level, you can’t lay low enough in the boat to
make it under the several bridges that you need to
float under.  The good
news is that since the
trip, they were able to
locate and fix the prob-
lem.

Madison River Outfitters
set me up Ricky and sug-
gested a wade trip in the
park on the Lamar River
and Slough Creek. The say
the fish in that part of the
country don’t get started too
early. According to the
guide, mid to late morning
nymphing starts, hatches
occur around midday and
mid afternoon the hop-
pers or terrestrials get
going. 

Ricky thought maybe we should
check Trout Lake to see if there was
any sight casting to Bows or Cuts and
up the trail we went.  In 15 to 20 min-
utes we were there looking down
through gin clear water and making
note of this and that nice looking
trout. We tried a black and red simi
seal and had a few come within 6
inches before turning away. A flotilla
of tubes arrived over the crest headed
to the lake going to our right. 

We headed left to give them room.
We tried a few casts as we moved
along the trees but the fish all headed
to deeper water.  It was looking like
this side trip was going to be good
exercise but it was still early so we
moved past the trees where the back
cast was over a grassy berm. We
could see the trout and they could see
us but we tried anyway. Cast the hop-
per with the Baetis nymph out in the
neighborhood of a cruising trout and
let it settle. It didn’t take long before
I had a nice 14 inch Cut in the net.
This continued but action was still a
bit slow as we continued around the
lake. We switched to the Simi Seal
trailed by the nymph. After a while, I
started with a little strip to get more
attention. Things were picking up. I
was catching fish every third or fourth
cast or just about every time the fish
continued to cruise in the direction of

where I laid the flies. What a hoot to watch the fish,
pick one out to cast to and wait, wait for it, wait for
it and bam lift the rod, tighten the line and here is
another one to the net. As the day progressed, strip-
ping sped up to get and hold their interest. 

About half way around the lake, there was a ledge
about 6 feet out from the water edge. The fish were
cruising under the ledge. Watch for one coming our

way. Put the fly out a little ahead of it. Just enough
to have it settle in the water and begin stripping short
moderately slow strips. Watch the fish speed up
when it saw the fly and wait for the take. It got a lit-
tle interesting to pick out the shadowy shapes that
were fish when the wind picked up but almost every
cast was to a specific fish. 

Remember, this was a little warm up side trip. It
was well after lunch time and we kept saying we
should wrap up and head back to fish the river and
creek but after walking ten or twenty steps - There’s
a nice fish, See if it will take your fly. On the way
back, stripping stopped working. We had to pick a
fish that was cruising in the right direction and put
the cast 10 to 20 feet in front to let it drift down to
where they were looking. It was great fun to watch
when they saw the flies and sped up to get a closer
look. And even more to watch the take, lift the rod
and have another one to fight and land. We finally
said enough is enough and headed back to our origi-
nal plan of fishing the Lamar River and Slough
Creek. 

Did I tell you, we plan the trip for the second week
after Labor Day for the trip to Yellowstone. School
has started and the only people going to Yellowstone
are retirees and those with kids to young for school.
At least that was the way it worked previously. This
year, there were people fly fishing every stretch of
the Lamar that was accessible on our way back. We
stopped at Slough Creek and found it almost the
same. There was someone in almost every good run
and the fish were very skittish as we tried to get a
peek at them from the cut bank. I managed to get one
nice fish out of a riffle but for the most part it was a
nice hike with a fly rod. But it was time to finish the
day. 

We drove back a little later than the planned 6 pm
for my wife to pick me up at the shop. Of course on
the way, we had to stop for the mountain sheep that
decided to cross the road as we went by and it is a
pretty long drive to get back to West Yellowstone.
Needless to say we were running pretty late. The
question was is we would make it back before the
shop closed at 9 pm. We did but not by much. My
wife had already called the shop twice asking if they
heard anything. Not a bad day fly fishing.  

On other days, I fished Madison River and
Firehole rivers in the park. On the way back we spent
a day at St Anthony and I fished Henry’s Fork where
I caught a 17 inch trout on a dragonfly nymph. It was
the largest of the trip. 

Fly Fishing in Yellowstone Park By Bob Harrison
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The best fish stories are told around
a campfire, with family and friends.
Sometimes the storyteller’s memory of a

fishing event is a little less believable than a
politician’s promise.  Due to fire restrictions and
other constraints I hope you can get some of the
flavor of my fishing adventures and misadven-
tures, without  smoke getting in your eyes.

My daughter Suzi and I have fished several
Rim country creeks and lakes, but we decided to
fish Tonto Creek starting at the Bear Flat Camp
Ground.  We got an early start and the drive took
less than two hours from our door to the creek.
Bear Flat is north of Payson off the 260 just past
mile marker 266.  Take Forest Road 405 and fol-
low the signs.  The five miles to the creek is not
paved, it’s steep, narrow, but in good shape.

When we started it was a cool fall day, the sun
had not warmed up the canyon.  We followed
Tonto Creek downstream for the first half mile
on what could be called a primitive hiking trail,
if you go any further it is less hiking, more  like
climbing, rock hopping, bushwhacking, crawl-
ing, and trying to determine which side of the
creek would be easier going.  If you had a wish
to be a super hero you would probably put in for
Spiderman.  I guess it comes with the territory
since you are on the northern edge of the Hells
Gate Wilderness Area.  The scenery is spectacu-
lar, we were treated to the fall colors in addition
to the majestic canyon walls that soar a thousand
feet overhead.  Of course the real reason I am
here is the waterfalls, the deep pools, and the
fishy looking water that hold rainbow and brown
trout.  Because of the difficulty of access I don’t
think this place will get over fished.

Another reason I have not fished this part of
Tonto Creek repeatedly is that it holds a large
population of rattlesnakes.  The cool day kept
them buried, but I bet if you  were camping and
had a campfire you would attract them to your
sleeping bag.  (no thank you)  We went in wear-
ing our waders and polar fleece.  Suzi discovered
her waders had a small leak in the left boot, just
something else for dad to fix.  We had managed
to go downstream about a mile and one half
before we started to fish our way back.

NOTES FROM BEAR FLAT ON TONTO CREEK                    By Vince Deadmond

After turning over a rock or two we decided to
fish an Elk Hair Caddis and a Pheasant Tail
Nymph as a dropper.  In addition to the slippery
rocks, the loss of several hundred feet as we
dropped deeper into the canyon, there was
enough vegetation to snare an errant fly.  Suzi
had not fished in a while so she spent some qual-
ity time talking to bushes and trees about releas-
ing her fly.  I managed to land my fly in the water
and was rewarded with a nice 12 inch brown
trout for my first fish.  Then I caught 4 four inch

rainbows, before I caught another nice
12 inch rainbow.

Suzi and I were leapfrogging each
other taking turns  fishing the next like-
ly looking pool.    When I moved up to
pass Suzi she was setting stream side.
She had slipped and crashed into the
creek.  Most of her impact had landed on
the reel seat of the fly rod.  The seat
broke off and allowed the reel to come
off of the rod.  It could be repaired but
Suzi was done fishing for the day.  It was
time to take a break, the gourmet peanut
butter and jelly sandwich along with a
Snickers bar was just what we needed
before heading back to the truck.  Along
the way Suzi took some pictures of the
canyon.  I am sure in a few years when
Suzi tells this fish story, it will be
reversed.   She will tell the story of how
she had to quit fishing to haul her clum-
sy old dad out of the Hells Gate
Wilderness, while using a broken fly rod
to fend off rattlesnakes.  Well, it does
make a better story.

Vince Deadmond a fly fishing hardware guy can
be reached at vince@ajbest.com
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2008 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DECEMBER 10, 2008
DFC ANNUAL BANQUET

Mark it on your calendar...More info coming in future newsletters!
NOTE ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON HOST AVAILABILITY!!!!!

KEEPINTOUCH....We’ve got our

Annual Banquet on

December 10, 2008...We’d like to

see you there too!

Eventually, all things merge into one, and a river runs through it. 
The river was cut by the world’s great flood 

and runs over rocks from the basement of time. 
On some of the rocks are timeless raindrops. 

Under the rocks are the words, and some of the words are theirs.
I am huanted by the waters.

NORMAN MACLEAN (1976)


